FRONT-RUNNER IN LIMBO 


Because of delays in primaries, Biden can’t win 
majority of delegates until May or June. A10 
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By EDMUND H. MAHONY, 
EMILY BRINDLEY, DAVE ALTIMARI 
AND DON STACOM 


New research shows a surge in severe 
coronavirus cases could overwhelm Con- 
necticut’s health care system, but a sus- 
tained campaign of social distancing and 
changing public behavior could slow the 
spread of the virus. 


WALKER HONORED 
UConn’s Megan Walker named 
first-team All-American. Cl 
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Red Sox ace Chris Sale to 


undergo Tommy John surgery. C1 
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CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


A study predicts a scenario described as moderate would crush Connecticut's health care system. 
The state’s hospitals would need almost seven times more open beds than is now available. 


PLANNING FOR THE WORST 


A surge in COVID-19 cases could overwhelm Connecticut’s health care system 


A study by Harvard University and 
ProPublica predicts that a 40% infection 
rate achieved over a year — a scenario the 
authors describe as moderate — would 
crush Connecticut’s health care system. 
The study predicts Connecticut hospitals 
would need 8,128 open beds in that scenario 
— almost seven times what is now available. 

“Even under the most rosy scenarios the 
vast majority of communities won’t have 


enough hospital beds,” said Dr. Ashish Ja of 
the Harvard Global Health Institute, one of 
the authors. “No one is going to go through 
this without needing additional beds. Some 
communities will need far more beds than 
they have now.” 

If Connecticut and other states can use 
social distancing to “flatten the curve,” 
meaning slow the infection rate, hospital 
admissions would be spread over a pro- 
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longed period instead of a surge, according 
to the study. That would ease pressure on 
hospital capacity, as would measures al- 
ready underway by hospitals to free up 
more beds, such as canceling elective 
surgeries. 

Hospitals and health care regulators are 
issuing the increasingly dire message that 
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GYMS CLOSE, WORKOUTS GO ON 


Jake Campbell, of Branford, works out at Parker Memorial Park Thursday in Branford. Campbell’s usual New Haven gym is closed due 
to COVID-19 precautions, so he is finding other ways to get his workouts in. 


14,000-plus file 
for unemployment 
in state Thursday 


By SHAWN MCFARLAND 
AND KENNETH R. GOSSELIN 


The Connecticut Department of La- 
bor said that another 14,000-plus filed 
for unemployment Thursday, raising the 
total to 56,000 since Friday evening. 

Thursday’s total is the largest single- 
day mark since businesses began shut- 
ting down amid concerns about the 
spread of coronavirus — 2,000 filed on 
Friday, 8,000 over the weekend, 10,000 
on both Monday and Tuesday, and 
12,000 on Wednesday. 

The department said the organization 
is continuing to shift resources to devote 
more staff to the process, and that Gov. 
Ned Lamont authorized the use of 
overtime for that purpose. 

“Pve never seen anything like this,” 
Deputy Commissioner Daryle Dudzin- 
ski, who has been at the Labor Depart- 
ment since 1992, told the Courant this 
week, noting that the department sees 
about 2,500 claims during an average 
week. “It’s unbelievable.” 

A spokesperson for the department 
said that while all industries across the 
board have been hit hard by layoffs, the 
hospitality, restaurant and entertain- 
ment sector have seen the most layoffs 
due to mandated closings. 
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Grammy award-winning hip-hop artist Lecrae assembles a portable wash station 


on Thursday in College Park, Georgia. 


McConnell’s plan: $1,200 payments; 
Californians on stay-at-home order 


By ANDREW TAYLOR 
AND LISA MASCARO 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell proposed di- 
rect payments of $1,200 per person and 
$2,400 for couples as part of a sweeping 
response to the coronavirus outbreak, 
according to a copy of the legislation 
being crafted by the Kentucky Republi- 
can. 


The GOP leader unveiled his plan 
Thursday as Congress raced to craft a $1 
trillion rescue package to shore up 
households, health care and the U.S. 
economy amid the pandemic crisis and 
nationwide shutdown that’s hurtling the 
country toward a likely recession. 

“We need to take bold and swift 
action as soon as possible,” said Mc- 
Connell in announcing his plan on the 
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State lawmaker, 
police officers 
test positive; 
death toll hits 3 


By ALEX PUTTERMAN, 
DAVE ALTIMARI, RUSSELL BLAIR 
AND CHRISTOPHER KEATING 


State Rep. Jane Garibay confirmed 
Thursday night she has tested positive 
for the coronavirus as the number of 
infected residents continued to spike 
and Connecticut’s COVID~-19 death toll 
rose to three. 

“Unfortunately, I have tested positive 
for COVID 19” Garibay said in an email 
to her colleagues. “I wanted to let you 
know that I am self-quarantining and 
resting comfortably at home. Thank you 
for all the well wishes, and I look 
forward to when we can all be together 
again.” 

Garibay, 64, is a freshman Democrat 
and former Windsor school board presi- 
dent who won her first legislative 
election in November 2018 by defeating a 
Republican incumbent, Scott Storms of 
Windsor Locks, in the two-town district. 
She has been recovering from breast 
cancer, lawmakers said. 

In an email, House Speaker Joe 
Aresimowicz said the lawmaker did not 
experience symptoms until Sunday, four 
days after the legislature was last in 
session and “outside the window of 
which we should be concerned,” but that 
others who work in the Capitol “should 
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DAY’S EVENTS 


> State Rep. Jane Garibay confirmed 
that she has tested positive for the 
coronavirus, and the state’s death toll 
rose to three. 

> Connecticut’s presidential primary 
rescheduled for June 2. Page A4 

> Most Hartford area homeless 
shelters have stopped accepting new 
residents. Page A5 

> Italy’s death toll passes China’s. 
Page AS 

> Mixed day on Wall Street as Dow 
gains nearly 200 points. Page A6 

> The Jackson Laboratory for 
Genomic Medicine will begin 
COVID-9 testing next week for 
Connecticut residents. Page B1 


Hartford Courant 


eese media group 


$2.50 Copyright 2020 
The Hartford Courant Co. 


IOUT i 
To 
6 04209 00200 


20 


Coronavirus Questions? _. 
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